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29 Nisan 2026 tarihi, yerbilimleri camiasi ve
bilhassa Ankara Universitesi Jeoloji Miithendisligi
Bolimii i¢in act bir giin oldu. Hayatin
Tirkiye’nin aktif tektonigini ve depremselligini
anlamaya adayan, c¢alismalarindaki titizligi ve
meslegine olan derin sevgisiyle taninan kiymetli
hocamiz Dr. Korhan Esat ebediyete irtihal etti. Bu
beklenmedik veda, basta ailesi olmak {lizere, omuz
omuza calistigt meslektaglarimi ve yetistirdigi
ogrencilerini derin bir yasa bogdu.

Dr. Esat, lisans egitimini 1995-2001 yillart
Ankara Miihendislik
Jeoloji Boliimii’nde

arasinda Universitesi
Fakiiltesi Miihendisligi
tamamladi. Ardindan ayni iniversitenin Fen

April 29, 2026, marked a day of profound
and grievous loss for the geosciences community,
and most notably for the Department of
Geological Engineering at Ankara University.
We mourn the passing of our highly esteemed
professor, Dr. Korhan Esat, who dedicated his
life to comprehending Tiirkiye's active tectonics
and seismicity, and who was widely renowned
for the meticulousness of his research and his
profound love for his profession. This unexpected
farewell has brought immense grief to his family,
the colleagues he worked alongside, and the
generations of students he mentored.

Dr.  Esat completed his undergraduate
education between 1995 and 2001
Department of Geological Engineering, Faculty

in the

of Engineering, Ankara University. Subsequently,
he earned his master s degree from the Graduate
School of Natural and Applied Sciences at the
same university in 2004 with his thesis titled
“Stratigraphy and Tectonics of the area between
Cankirt and Eldivan”. In 2005, he embarked on
his professional career as a Research Assistant in
the same department.
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Bilimleri Enstitiisii’'nde “Cankiri-Eldivan arasinin
stratigrafisi ve tektonigi” baslikli teziyle ytliksek
lisans derecesini 2004 yilinda aldi. 2005 yilinda
ise ayni boliimde Arastirma Gorevlisi olarak
calisma hayatini basladi.

Doktora Ankara
Universitesi’nde, Prof. Dr. Giirol Seyitoglu nun

caligmalarimi  yine
danigsmanhiginda yiriitti. 2011 yilinda “Ankara
cevresinde Orta Anadolu’nun neotektonigi ve
depremselligi” baslikli doktora tezi, Ankara
cevresinde etkili olan neotektonik rejimi ve
Bala ile Orta gibi yorelerdeki sismik etkinlikleri
aydinlatan temel bir referans kaynagi oldu. Bu
kapsamli ¢alismasiyla, bilhassa ana dogrultu
atimli fay zonlarmin etkisinde kalan KB Orta
Anadolu Daralma Bolgesi’nin ayr1 bir neotektonik
alan olarak tanmimlanmasini sagladi. Bu yeni
tanimlanan neotektonik alan i¢indeki Kistirilmis
Tektonik Kamalarin (Pinched Crustal Wedges)
varligt ve daralma ile iligkili normal faylarin
konumu Makran ve Himalayalarda da karsimiza
¢ikmaktadir.

2015 yilinda ise Amerika’da, Kalifornia
Los Angeles’ta (UCLA) Prof.
Dr. An Yin damigsmanliginda doktora sonrasi

Universitesi

aragtirmalarini yiiriittii.

Genel Jeoloji anabilim dali kapsaminda
yapisal  jeoloji tektonik
uzmanligiyla Dr. Esat, yalnizca teorik ¢ercevede

ve alanlarindaki

kalmamig, aymi zamanda arazi ¢aligmalarini
arastirmalarinin merkezinde tutmustur. Saygin
uluslararast endekslerce taranan (SCI, Scopus
vb.) prestijli dergilerde yayimlanan makaleleri,
yapisal jeoloji ve tektonik konularina odakli
olarak 3B modellemeler, jeomorfoloji, uzaktan
algilama ve cografi bilgi sistemleri gibi ¢ok genis
bir yelpazede ¢esitlilik gostermektekteydi. Kuzey
Anadolu Fay Zonu’nun giiney kollari, Anadolu
Caprazi (Anatolian Diagonal), Beypazari Kor
Bindirme Zonu, Bursa civarindaki diri faylarin

saptanmas1 ve Datga Kale Ana Ayrilma Fayi’nin
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He pursued his doctoral studies at Ankara
University under the supervision of Prof. Dr.
Giirol Seyitoglu. His 2011 PhD dissertation, titled
“Neotectonics and Seismicity of Central Anatolia
Around Ankara”,
reference work that
neotectonic regime in the Ankara region and

served as a fundamental
illuminated the active

the seismic activities in areas such as Bald and
Orta. Through this comprehensive research, he
was particularly instrumental in defining the NW
Central Anatolian Contractional Area, which is
predominantly influenced by major strike-slip
fault zones, as a distinct neotectonic province.

In 2015, he advanced his postdoctoral
research in the United States at the University
of California, Los Angeles (UCLA) under the
guidance of Prof. Dr. An Yin.

With his profound expertise in structural
geology and tectonics within the Division of
General Geology, Dr. Esat never confined himself
solely to theoretical frameworks; rather, he
consistently positioned fieldwork at the very heart
of his research endeavors. His articles, published
in prestigious international journals indexed
in databases such as SCI and Scopus, span a
remarkably diverse spectrum, ranging from 3D
modelling and geomorphology to remote sensing
and geographic information systems,
remaining fundamentally anchored in structural

while

geology and tectonics. Furthermore, he served
as a dedicated researcher in numerous pivotal
projects focusing on the southern branches of
the North Anatolian Fault Zone, the Anatolian
Diagonal, the Beypazar: Blind Thrust Zone, the
identification of active faults around Bursa, and
the structural evolution of the Dat¢a-Kale Main
Detachment Fault.

The invaluable contributions and steadfast
dedication of Dr. Esat during the founding
phase and subsequent evolution of the Tectonics
Research Group (TAG), which operates within the
Department of Geological Engineering at Ankara
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Uludag zirvesine yakin arazi ¢aligmasinda mola sirasinda Dr. Korhan Esat.

Dr: Korhan Esat taking a break during fieldwork near the summit of Mount Uludag.

yapisal gelisimine odaklanan bir¢ok Onemli
projede de arastirmact olarak gorev aldi.

Ankara Universitesi Jeoloji Miihendisligi
Bolimii  biinyesinde  ¢aligmalarini  siirdiiren
Tektonik Arastirma Grubu’nun (TAG) kurulus
asamasi ve sonrasinda Dr. Esat’in Kkatkilari
ve emekleri yadsmmamaz. TAG biinyesinde
gerceklestirilen  yiiksek lisans ve doktora
calismalarinin  birgogunda ¢esitli  katkilarda
bulunarak gen¢ arastirmacilara her zaman
yardimci oldu.

Bir akademisyen olmanin dtesinde, Dr. Esat
her zaman ulasilabilir bir hoca, arkadas ve yol
gostericiydi. Uzun yillar boyunca dogrudan ve
dolayl1 olarak katki sagladigi derslerle gelecegin
jeoloji mithendislerinin harcini bizzat karmistir.

Dr. Esat’in verdigi dersler; Jeolojik Harita
Alimi, Yapisal Jeoloji, Jeomorfoloji, Cografi
Bilgi Sistemi, Jeoloji Miihendisliginde Bilgisayar
Uygulamalar1 ve Topografya ve Harita Bilgisi idi.

Dr. Esat iiniversite ¢alismalarinin yani sira,
meslek odast olan TMMOB Jeoloji Miihendisleri
Odasr’nin biinyesindeki ¢alisma gruplarinda ve
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University, are truly undeniable. He consistently

offering  his
guidance and making significant contributions

supported young researchers,
to many of the master’s and doctoral studies
conducted under the umbrella of TAG.

Beyond his identity as an academic, Dr. Esat
was perpetually an accessible lecturer, a devoted
friend, and a guiding mentor. Through the courses
he directly and indirectly shaped over many years,
he personally laid the intellectual foundations for
the geological engineers of the future.

These courses included: Geological Mapping,
Structural Geology, Geomorphology, Geographic
Information Systems, Computer Applications
in Geological Engineering, Topography and

Surveying.

In addition to his academic commitments,
Dr. Esat assumed active roles within the working
groups of his professional chamber, the UCTEA
Chamber of Geological Engineers, as well as
in the Geological Congresses of Tiirkiye. In the
aftermath of the February 6 earthquakes, he



Tiirkiye Jeoloji Kurultaylari’nda da aktif gérevler
almistir. 6 Subat Depreminden sonra uzaktan
algilama bilgisi ile Jeoloji Miihendisleri Odas1
ekibini sahada yonlendirmis ve optik verilere
dayali ilk yilizey kirigr haritasin1t ResearchGate
ilizerinde kullanima acti.

Dr. Esat, meslek odasi organizasyonlarinda
cesitli yillarda su gorevleri istlendi; Tirkiye
Jeoloji Kurultayi: Diizenleme Kurulu Sekreter
Yardimcist (2012), Tiirkiye Jeoloji Kurultay::
Bilim Kurulu Uyesi ve Oturum Yiiriitiiciisii (2019),
Tiirkiye Jeoloji Kurultayr: Diizenleme Kurulu
Sekreteri (2022), Tiirkiye Jeoloji Kurultay::
Neotektonik, Paleosismoloji ve Sismotektonik
Oturumu Yiiriitiiciisii ve Bilim Kurulu Uyesi
(2024), Turkiye Jeoloji Kurultayi: “Gelecegin
Yerbilimcileri” Oturumu Yiiriitiiciisii ve Bilim
Kurulu Uyesi (2026), Bolgesel Jeoloji ve Tektonik
Oturum Yiiriitiiciisii (2026).

Hocamizin segilmis bilimsel ¢aligmalarindan
bazilar1 ise sunlardir:

a) The 2005-2007 Bala (Ankara, central Turkey)
earthquakes: a case study for strike-slip fault
terminations. 2014. GeologicaActa, 12(1),71-
85. https://doi.org/10.1344/105.000002075

b) A missing-link in the tectonic configuration
of the Almacik Block along the North
Anatolian Fault Zone (NW Turkey): active
faulting in the Bolu plain based on seismic
reflection studies. 2015. Geophysical Journal
International, 201(3), 1814-1833. https://doi.

org/10.1093/gji/ggv065

Abdiisselam Kistirilmis Tektonik Kamasi:
KB Orta Anadolu’da daralma rejimiyle iligkili
bir Geg Senozoyik yapisi. 2017. Yerbilimleri,
38(1), 33-56.

d) Analogue Modeling of the Cenozoic Tectonic
Development of the V-Shaped North
Anatolian and East Anatolian Fault Zones
in the Eastern Mediterranean Region. 2018.
9th International Symposium on Eastern

Mediterranean Geology, Antalya.
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utilized his remote sensing expertise to guide
the Chamber of Geological Engineers’ team in
the field and made the first surface rupture map
based on optical data accessible to the scientific
community via ResearchGate.

Dr. Esat held various roles in professional
chamber activities over the years: Deputy
Secretary of the Organizing Committee of
the Geological Congress of Tiirkive (2012);
Scientific Committee Member and Session Chair
at the Geological Congress of Tiirkiye (2019);
Secretary of the Organizing Committee of the
Geological Congress of Tiirkiye (2022); Session
Chair for the Neotectonics, Paleoseismology, and
Seismotectonics Session and Scientific Committee
Member at the Geological Congress of Tiirkiye
(2024); Session Chair for the “Geoscientists of
the Future” Session and Scientific Committee
Member at the Geological Congress of Tiirkiye
(2026); and Regional Geology and Tectonics
Session Chair (2026).

Selected scientific works of our highly
esteemed professor are as follows:

a) The 2005-2007 Bala (Ankara, central Turkey)
earthquakes. a case study for strike-slip fault
terminations. 2014. GeologicaActa, 12(1), 71-
85. https://doi.org/10.1344/105.000002075

b) A missing-link in the tectonic configuration of
the Almacik Block along the North Anatolian
Fault Zone (NW Turkey): active faulting in the
Bolu plain based on seismic reflection studies.
2015. Geophysical Journal International,

201(3), 1814-1833. https://doi.org/10.1093/
gji/ggv065

Abdiisselam Kistirilmis Tektonik Kamasi: KB
Orta Anadolu’da daralma rejimiyle iligkili

bir Geg¢ Senozoyik yapisi. 2017. Yerbilimleri,
38(1), 33-56.

d) Analogue Modeling of the Cenozoic Tectonic
of the V-Shaped North

Anatolian and East Anatolian Fault Zones

Development
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e) Tectonic significance of the thrust parallel-
normal faulting in the northern Makran. 72nd
Geological Congress of Turkey, 967-972.

The Northwest Central Anatolian
Contractional ~ Area: A neotectonic
deformation zone bounded by major strike-
slip fault zones in the Anatolian Plate. 2021.
Tectonophysics, 805 Article 228776. https://
doi.org/10.1016/j.tecto.2021.228776

Neotectonics of Turkey (Tirkiye) and
surrounding regions: a new perspective with
block modelling. 2022. Geologica Acta,
20(4), 1-21.

https://doi.org/10.1344/GeologicaActa2022.20.4

2)

[leri Okumalar icin Dr. Korhan Esat’a ait
ResearchGate Profil adresi:
Https://www.researchgate.net/profile/Korhan-Esat

Dr. Korhan Esat, c¢ok sevdigi jeoloji
disiplinini ardinda birakarak aramizdan ayrildi.
O hem OGgrencilere hem de diger arastirmacilara
kargi yardimsever, paylasimci ve yol gdsterici
ozellikleriyle birlikte, olgun
kisiligiyle tiim Ttrkiye jeoloji camiasinca sevilen
biriydi.

mitevazi ve

Bilim diinyasna kazandirdigni ~ degerli
yayinlar, yiirlittiigii projeler ve jeoloji camiasina
kazandirdig1 Ogrencileri, onun aziz hatirasini
daima yasatacaktir. Ruhu sad olsun.
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Tectonophysics, 805 Article 228776.
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.tecto.2021.228776
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20(4), 1-21.
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For further reading, Dr. Korhan Esat’s
ResearchGate profile: https://www.researchgate.
net/profile/Korhan-Esat

Dr. Korhan Esat has passed away, leaving
behind a discipline he cherished with profound
passion: geology. Through his unfailing generosity,
his guidance of students and fellow researchers,
and his modest yet mature character, he earned
the deep affection and respect of the entire Turkish
geological community.

The invaluable publications he endowed
to the scientific world, the impactful projects he
steered, and the outstanding students he brought
into the geology community will ensure that his
revered memory lives on eternally. May his soul
rest in peace.
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