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A Life Dedicated to Science, Youth and the Mountains
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Fotograf: Kasim-2024’te MTA Projesi kapsaminda
Menderes Masifine ait Orta-Ust Triyas mermerlerinde
inceleme yaparken kesfettigi antik mermer ocagi
(Ugkuyu-Bekilli-Denizli).

Photo: Ancient marble quarry which he discovered in
November 2024 while conducting research on Middle-
Upper Triassic marbles belonging to the Menderes
Massif as part of an MTA Project (Uckuyu-Bekilli-
Denizli).

Tiirkiye jeoloji camiasi bilylik bir degerini,
Istanbul ~ Universitesi-Cerrahpasa, Jeoloji
Miihendisligi Bolimii Ogretim Uyesi, kiymetli
dostumuz ve hocamiz Prof. Dr. Namik Aysal’1
6 Ekim 2025 tarihinde kaybetmenin derin

The Turkish geological community has
experienced profound sorrow over the loss of one
of its greatest values, our dear friend and teacher,
Prof. Dr. Namik Aysal, a faculty member of the
Department of Geological Engineering at Istanbul
University-Cerrahpasa, on October 6, 2025. At
only 52 years of age, during the most productive
years of his life, Prof. Dr. Aysal’s untimely passing
has left an irreplaceable void not only in the
academic community but also among his students
and friends. Mr. Aysal dedicated his short life to
science, his students, the Geochronology and
Geochemistry Laboratory—which he established
with great effort alongside his colleagues and
remains unique in our country—his colleagues
throughout Tiirkiye, and the mountains he loved so
much. His multi-faceted personality, inexhaustible
energy, and the “guiding driving force” he
radiated to his surroundings are felt even more
profoundly in his absence and are deeply missed.

His Life and Academic Journey

Prof- Dr. Namik AYSAL was born in Usak
in 1973. After completing his primary and
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lzlintlisini  yasamistir. Heniiz 52 yasinda,
hayatinin en verimli ¢aginda aramizdan zamansiz
ayrilan Prof. Dr. Aysal’in vefat1, yalnizca akademik
camiada degil, 6grencileri ve dostlar1 arasinda
da yeri doldurulamaz bir bosluk birakmistir.
Sayin Aysal, kisa dmriini bilime, 6grencilerine,
iilkemizde tek olan ve biiyiik emek harcayarak
arkadaglar1 ile kurdugu Jeokronoloji ve Jeokimya
Laboratuvarina, Tirkiye’'nin dort bir yanindaki
meslektaglarina ve ¢ok sevdigi daglara adamistir.
Sahip oldugu ¢ok yonlii kisiligi, tiikenmez enerjisi
ve cevresine yaydigi “ydn gosterici itici giic¢”,
yoklugunda ¢ok daha fazla hissedilmekte ve
0zlemle aranmaktadir.

Yasami ve Akademik Yolculugu

Prof. Dr. Namik Aysal, 1973 yilinda Usak’ta
diinyaya gelmistir. 1k ve orta 6grenimini
memleketinde tamamladiktan sonra, 1990 yilinda
girdigi Istanbul Universitesi Jeoloji Miihendisligi
Bolimii’'nden 1994 yilinda mezun olmustur.
Akademik tutkusu onu hi¢ birakmamis ve 1996
yilinda  Istanbul ~ Universitesi, Miihendislik
Fakiiltesi, Jeoloji Miihendisligi Boliimii’'nde
Arastirma Gorevlisi olarak bagladig kariyerinde;
1998 yilinda Yiksek Lisans, 2005 yilinda ise
Doktora derecesini almistir. 2002-2017 yillart
arasinda Yardimct Dogent, 2017-2022 yillar
arasinda Docent olarak gorev yapan Aysal, 2022
yilindan itibaren Profesor unvani ile bilime hizmet
etmeye devam etmistir.

Basarili akademik hayati boyunca TUBITAK
“Basar1 Oykiileri Odiilii” (2013), TMMOB Jeoloji
Miihendisleri Odas1 “Altin Ceki¢ Odiilii” (2016)
ve TUBITAK “Proje Performans Odiilii” (2017)
gibi pek cok saygin ddiile layik goriilmiistiir.

Tiirkiye i¢in Bir Vizyon ve Miras: Jeokronoloji
ve Jeokimya Laboratuvari

Prof. Dr. Namik Aysal’in iilkemizdeki yerbilimleri
camiasina kattig1 en onemli vizyon ve biraktig
en biiyilk miras, hi¢ sliphesiz kurulusuna

Sabah Yilmaz SAHIN, Nurullah HANILCI

secondary education in his hometown, he entered
the Department of Geological Engineering at
Istanbul University in 1990 and graduated in
1994. His academic passion never left him, and in
1996 he began his career as a Research Assistant
at the Faculty of Engineering, Department of
Istanbul  University,
he received his Master's degree in 1998 and his
PhD in 2005. Between 2002-2017, Aysal served
as Assistant Professor, between 2017-2022 as
Associate Professor, and since 2022 he continued

Geological Engineering,

to serve science with the title of Professor.

Throughout his successful academic life, he
was deemed worthy of many prestigious awards,
such as TUBITAKs “Success Stories Award”
(2013), the Chamber of Geological Engineers
of TMMOB's “Golden Hammer Award” (2016),
and TUBITAKs “Project Performance Award”
(2017).

A Vision and Legacy for Tiirkiye: The
Geochronology and Geochemistry Laboratory

The most significant vision that Prof. Dr. Namik
Aysal contributed to the geosciences community
in our country, and the greatest legacy he left
behind, is undoubtedly the establishment of
Geochronology and Geochemistry Laboratory,
as he pioneered. Feeling the lack of a modern
center in Tiirkiye that would allow radiometric
dating of rocks, Prof. Dr. Aysal shaped its technical
infrastructure and capacity with his own foresight
and effort, and together with his colleagues turned
this dream into reality in 2018.

This center opened the way for research not
only in geosciences but also in different disciplines
such as archaeogeology and astrogeology. The
laboratory, which also met analysis demands
Middle and African
countries, became an international scientific hub

from  Asian, Eastern,
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onciilik ettigi Jeokronoloji ve Jeokimya
Laboratuvarr’dir. Ulkemizde kayaclarin
radyometrik yaslandirilmasina olanak saglayan
modern bir merkezin eksikligini hisseden Prof. Dr.
Aysal, teknik altyapisi ve kapasitesini bizzat kendi
Ongorii ve emegiyle sekillendirerek bu hayalini
arkadaglartyla birlikte 2018 yilinda gergege
donistiirmiistiir.

Bu merkez, yalnizca yerbilimlerinde degil;
arkeojeoloji ve astrojeoloji gibi farkli disiplinlerde
de aragtirmalarin Oniinii agmistir. Asya, Ortadogu
ve Afrika iilkelerinden gelen analiz taleplerini
de karsilayan laboratuvar; Ingiltere (Leeds),
Isvigre (ETH-Ziirich) ve Almanya (Tiibingen)
gibi diinyanin 6nde gelen iniversitelerle ortak
projeler iiretilen uluslararasi bir bilim iissii haline
gelmis; yetistirdigi Ogrenciler ve yiirlittigii
projelerle ardinda kiymetli bir miras birakmaistir.
Kurulumuna onciiliik ettigi laboratuvarda iiretilen
verilerle uluslararasi pek ¢ok yaym yapilmistir
(Tiikel vd., 2025a ve 2025b; Gdgmengil vd.,
2025; Aysal vd., 2025a, 2025b; Ozbas ve Hanilci,
2025; Sonmez ve Aysal, 2025; Kaygisiz vd., 2024;
Uzun vd., 2024; Ozbey vd., 2024; Aysal vd., 2024;
Bozkaya, vd., 2024; Sahin, vd., 2024; Aysal, vd.,
2023; Yilmaz, vd., 2022; Go¢mengil, vd., 2022).

Prof. Aysal’in onciiliigiinde, bu laboratuvarda
iiretilen ve diinya jeokronoloji camiasina birakilan
en onemli miras ise “Ikincil Dogal Granat
Referans Materyali’dir. Tiirkiye’de ilk kez U-—
Pb yaslandirma yontemiyle granat minerallerinin
tarihlendirilmesi bu laboratuvarda yapilmis;
granat yaslandirmasinda  kullanilmak {izere
uluslararast kabul goren IUC-1 ve IUC-2 isimli
referans materyaller olusturularak “Geostandards
and Geoanalytical Research” dergisinde “A
New Natural Secondary Reference Material for
Garnet U-Pb Dating by TIMS and LA-ICP-MS”
(Aysal vd., 2023) bashgiyla yayinlanmistir. Bu
materyal, bugilin diinya genelinde yirmiden fazla
jeokronoloji laboratuvarinda ikincil referans
olarak kullanilmaktadir.

producing joint projects with leading universities
of the world such as Leeds (UK), ETH-Ziirich
(Switzerland), and Tiibingen (Germany). It has
left behind a precious legacy through the students
it trained and the projects it conducted. Numerous
international publications were produced with
the data produced in the laboratory he pioneered
(Tiikel et al., 2025a, 2025b; Gé¢mengil et al.,
2025; Aysal et al., 2025a, 2025b; Ozbas and
Hanilgi, 2025; Sonmez and Aysal, 2025; Kaygisiz
etal, 2024; Uzun et al., 2024; Ozbey etal, 2024;
Aysal et al., 2024, Bozkaya et al., 2024; Sahin et
al., 2024, Aysal et al., 2023, Yilmaz et al., 2022,
Gogmengil et al., 2022).

The most significant legacy left to the global
geochronology community under Prof. Aysal’s
leadership is the “Secondary Natural Garnet
Reference Material”. For the first time in
Tiirkiye, garnet minerals were dated using the
U—-Pb method in this laboratory, internationally
accepted reference materials named IUC-1 and
IUC-2 were created for use in garnet dating,
and published in the journal Geostandards
and Geoanalytical Research under the title “A
New Natural Secondary Reference Material for
Garnet U-Pb Dating by TIMS and LA-ICP-MS”
(Aysal et al., 2023). Today, this material is used
as a secondary reference in more than twenty

geochronology laboratories worldwide.

In the laboratory he established, Prof. Dr.
Aysal, in addition to routine U-Pb zircon dating,
continuously tested the dating of new minerals,
and for the first time in Tiirkiye successfully
carried out U-Pb dating of calcite in marbles
(Aysal et al., 2025a, Tiikel et al., 2025a), rutile in
metamorphics (Uzun et al., 2024, Kaygisiz et al.,
2024), apatite in apatite-bearing iron deposits,
and scheelite in orogenic gold deposits, thereby

enhancing the laboratory s capabilities.



Prof. Dr. Aysal, kurdugu
laboratuvarda rutin U-Pb zirkon yaslandirmasinin
yani sira, stirekli yeni minerallerin yaslandirilmasi
lizerinde testler yapmis ve Tiirkiye’de ilk kez
mermerlerde kalsit U-Pb yaslandirmast (Aysal
vd., 2025a; Tiikel vd., 2025a), metamorfiklerde
rutil (Uzun vd., 2024; Kaygisiz vd., 2024),
apatitli demir yataklarinda apatit, orojenik altin
yataklarinda seelit gibi farkli minerallerde U-Pb
yaslandirmasint dogru ve basarili bir sekilde
gergeklestirerek laboratuvarin kabiliyetini
artirmigtir.

onciliigiinde

Bilimsel Mirasi ve ilkleri

Uzmanlik alan1 olan Mineraloji-Petrografi’nin

sinirlari asan  Prof. Dr. Namik Aysal,
multidisipliner calismalara Onciilik ederek
alanindaki yetkin/otoriter ve saygin kisiligi

sayesinde, jeoloji, jeofizik ve ingaat miithendisligi,
astronomi, arkeoloji, sehir planlamasi ve bir¢ok
meslek grubu ile yaptig1 is birlikleri sonucunda
onemli yayinlara imza atmistir.

Prof. Dr. Namik Aysal’in bilimsel miraslar1
birkag alt baslikta agagidaki sekilde 6zetlenebilir;

Magmatik, Metamorfik Petrojenez Calismalart
ve Jeolojik Evrime Katkilar

Prof. Dr. Namik Aysal, ozellikle Tirkiye’deki
magmatik petrojenez c¢alismalarinda, modern
jeokimyasal  ve  jeokronolojik  yOntemler
kullanarak, giincel veriler iiretmis, baz1 bolgeler
icin ise o giine kadar bilinmeyen, ilk olma 6zelligi
tasityan verilere ulagmistir. Aysal ve arkadaslari,
Istanbul Bolgesi ve cevresindeki granitoyidler
konusunda yaptiklar1 arastirilmasinda, o giine
kadar farkli yaslarda oldugu literatiire gegmis
granitoyid Pliitonlarinin yaglarini Pre-Kambriyen
(Cadomian) olarak saptamiglardir (Yilmaz Sahin
vd., 2014). Benzer seckilde, Bat1 Anadolu’da
yaptigi c¢alismalarla granitoyidlerde Alt-Orta
Devoniyen yasii saptamistir (Aysal vd., 2012).

Sabah Yilmaz SAHIN, Nurullah HANILCI

His Scientific Legacy and Firsts

Prof. Dr. Namik Aysal,
boundaries of his field of expertise in Mineralogy-

transcending  the

Petrography, pioneered multidisciplinary studies
and, thanks to his competent, authoritative,
and respected personality, signed important
publications through collaborations with geology,
geophysics and civil engineering, astronomy,
archaeology, urban planning, and many other

professional groups.

Prof- Dr. Namik Aysals scientific legacies
can be summarized under several subheadings as
follows:

Magmatic and Metamorphic Petrogenesis Studies
and Contributions to Geological Evolution

Prof. Dr. Namik Aysal, particularly in studies
of magmatic petrogenesis in Tiirkiye, produced
up-to-date data using modern geochemical and
geochronological methods, and for some regions
reached data that had until then been unknown,
carrying the distinction of being the first. In their
research on granitoids in the Istanbul Region
and its surroundings, Aysal and his colleagues
determined the ages of granitoid plutons, which
had previously been recorded in the literature as
of different ages, as Precambrian (Cadomian)
(Sahin et al., 2014). Similarly,
studies in Western Anatolia, he identified Early—

through his

Middle Devonian ages in granitoids (Aysal et al.,
2012). He took part in numerous national and
international projects concerning the evolution of
magmatic rocks across time intervals extending
from the Precambrian to the present.

Prof. Aysal continued his academic studies
regarding the magmatic and metamorphic rocks
of the Istranca (Strandja) Massif in the Thrace
region and some massifs in Western Anatolia
(Menderes Massif and Metamorphic belts) with
his graduate students. In doctoral dissertations
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Prekambriyen’den gilinlimiize uzanan zaman
araliklarinda magmatik kayaclarin evrimini konu
alan ¢ok sayida ulusal ve uluslararasi projede
gorev almistir.

Prof. Namik Aysal, Trakya bolgesi Istranca
Masifi magmatik ve metamorfikleri ile Bati
Anadolu’daki bazi masifler (Menderes Masifi
ve Metamorfik kusaklar) ile ilgili akademik
caligmalarma Lisansiistii 6grencileri ile devam
etmistir. Hazirlanan doktora tez c¢aligmalarinda
masifler icerisindeki magmatik ve metamorfik
kayaglarla ilgili, mineralojik-petrografik-
jeokimyasal ve jeokronolojik caligmalarla pek
¢ok analitik veri tretilmistir (Uzun, vd., 2024;
Kaygisiz, vd., 2024).

Astrojeoloji Alanindaki Katkilart

Prof. Dr. Namik Aysal onciiliiglinde kurulan
Jeokronoloji ve Jeokimya Laboratuvarinda,
Mars’tan gelen NWA 6963 meteoritinin apatit
mineralleri, U-Pb yontemiyle 4,2 milyar yil
olarak tarihlendirmis; NASA arastirmacilarinin da
yer aldig1 ekiplerle meteoritlerin kokenine iliskin
onemli mineral kimyas: analizleri yiirlitmis
ve yayma hazirlamistir. Ayrica, Tirkiye’de
son on yilda tanimlanan bir¢ok meteoritin
(Didim, Turgut, Karaman meteoritleri)
bilim diinyasina kazandirilmasinda oncii rol
istlenmistir. Yonetmis oldugu bir Lisansiistl
tezi ile Antartika’min mikrometoritlerinin
atmosferik soguma kosullarmi calismis ve
yaymlayarak Tirkiye’de ilk kez yapilan bir
calisma olarak literatlire kazandirmistir (Sonmez
ve Aysal, 2025). Ayrica, Prof. Dr. Namik Aysal,
vefatindan kisa siire once Prof. Dr. Mehmet
Keskin ile birlikte, “A barren planet concealing
a wet surprise within: Hydrous mega mantle
plumes of Mars” baslikli makaleyi hazirlamis ve
6liimiinden sonra Prof. Keskin tarafindan dergiye
gonderilmistir. Calisma, Mars’1in kiiciik boyutuna
ragmen sahip oldugu devasa manto sorguglari ve
volkanizmayi, gezegenin 0zglin manto yapisiyla
aciklar. Yazarlara gore Mars’ta alt manto yoktur;

prepared under his supervision, extensive
analytical data were produced on magmatic and
metamorphic rocks within these massifs through
mineralogical, petrographic, geochemical, and
geochronological (Uzun, et al., 2024, Kaygisiz, et

al., 2024).

Contributions in the Field of Astrogeology

In  the
Laboratory established under the leadership of

Geochronology —and  Geochemistry
Prof- Dr. Namik Aysal, the apatite minerals of
the NWA 6963 meteorite from Mars were dated
as 4.2 billion years using the U-Pb method;
important mineral chemistry analyses regarding
the origin of meteorites were conducted and
prepared for publication by teams including NASA
researchers. Furthermore, he played a pioneering
role in introducing many meteorites identified in
Tiirkiye over the last decade (Didim, Turgut, and
Karaman meteorites) to the scientific community.
Through a Masters thesis he supervised, he
studied the atmospheric cooling conditions of
Antarctica’s micrometeorites and, by publishing
it, introduced it to the literature as the first study
of its kind conducted in Tiirkiye (Sonmez and
Aysal, 2025). Furthermore, shortly before his
death, Prof. Dr. Namik Aysal, together with Prof.
Dr. Mehmet Keskin, prepared the article titled “A
barren planet concealing a wet surprise within:
Hydrous mega mantle plumes of Mars,” which
was submitted to the journal by Prof. Keskin after
his death. The study explains Mars’ enormous
mantle plumes and volcanism, despite its small
size, by the planet’s unique mantle structure.
According to the authors, Mars has no lower
mantle; above the core lies a transition zone twice
as thick as Earth’s and rich in volatile elements
such as water and halogens. This zone is the only
mantle layer from which plumes can rise and is the
source of the enormous plume in Elysium Planitia



cekirdegin {iizerinde, Diinya’dakinden iki kat
kalin ve su ile halojen gibi ucucu elementlerce
zengin bir gegis zonu bulunur. Bu zon, sorguglarin
yikselebildigi tek manto katmanidir ve Elysium
Planitia’daki devasa sorgucun da kaynagidir.

Arkeojeoloji ve Kiiltiirel Miras

Prof. DrNamik Aysal, akademik hayatina
basladig1 glinden itibaren yasadigi sehrin kiiltiirel
birikimlerine saygi duymustur. Tarihi eserlerin
(Camiler, kiliseler, ¢esmeler, ...vb) yapiminda
kullanilan dogal yap1 taglarinin mineralojik-
petrografik ve jeokimyasal 6zelliklerini incelemis,
restorasyon sirasinda kullanilabilecek uygun yap1
taglarinin kdkenini ve restorasyon potansiyellerini
aragtirarak eserlerin restorasyon  siireclerine
onemli katkilar Tarihi eserlerde
yapilan g¢alismalar1 Doktora danigmani Prof. Dr.
Sinan Ongen ile birlikte kapsamli “istanbul’u
Siisleyen Dekor Taglart - Roma, Bizans,
Osmanlt Medeniyetleri Mirast” isimli bir kitap
hazirlayarak dliimsiizlestirmis olup, kitap basilma
asamasindadir.

Prof. Dr. Aysal, Tirkiye’nin farkh
bolgelerindeki arkeolojik kazilarda gorev alarak
antik kentlerin ve tarihi eserlerin yapiminda
kullanilan  malzemelerin konusunda
multidisipliner ¢alismalar yaparak yaymlamistir
(Ongen vd., 2012; Aysal vd., 2016; Undiil vd.,
2025; Tiikel vd., 2025a; Aysal vd., 2025b). Ayrica,
bu tiir calismalariyla farkl disiplinlerde lisanstistii
egitim yapan birgok Ogrencinin akademik
gelisimine katki sunmustur.

sunmustur.

analizi

Yapay Zeka ve Jeoloji

Prof. Dr. Aysal, yenilik¢i vizyonunun bir eseri
olarak en son ¢aligsmasinda yapay zeka (Artificial
Intelligence; AI) tabanli  termobarometri
yontemlerini kullanmistir. Son ¢aligmasi olan
“Thermobarometry of Clinopyroxene, Amphibole
and Biotite for the Oligo-Miocene Plutons (NW
Tiirkiye): Comparison of Conventional and Al-

Sabah Yilmaz SAHIN, Nurullah HANILCI

Archaeogeology and Cultural Heritage

Prof. Dr. Namik Aysal, from the day he began
his academic career, has shown respect for the
cultural heritage of the city he lives in. He has
studied  the
geochemical properties of natural building stones

mineralogical-petrographic — and

used in the construction of historical monuments
(mosques, churches, fountains, etc.), and has
made significant contributions to the restoration
processes of these monuments by researching
the origins and restoration potential of suitable
building stones that can be used during restoration.
He has immortalized his work on historical
monuments by preparing a comprehensive book
titled “Decorative Stones Adorning Istanbul -
The Heritage of Roman, Byzantine, and Ottoman
Civilizations” together with his doctoral advisor,
Prof. Dr. Sinan Ongen, which is currently in the
printing stage.

Prof. Dr. Aysal took part in archaeological
excavations in different regions of Tiirkiye,
conducting and publishing multidisciplinary
studies on the analysis of materials used in the
construction of ancient cities and historical
monuments (Ongen etal., 2012; Aysal et al., 2016;
Undiil et al., 2025; Tiikel et al., 2025a) Aysal et
al., 2025b). Additionally, through such studies,
he contributed to the academic development of
many students pursuing postgraduate education

in different disciplines.

Artificial Intelligence (Al) and Geology

As a product of his innovative vision, Prof. Dr.
Aysal utilized Artificial Intelligence (AI) based
thermobarometry methods in his latest work.
He submitted his final study, an article titled
“Thermobarometry of Clinopyroxene, Amphibole
and Biotite for the Oligo-Miocene Plutons (NW
Tiirkiye): Comparison of Conventional and Al-
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Based Methods” makalesini, vefatindan birkag
ay Once dergiye gondermis ve makale vefatindan
sonra yayina kabul edilmistir.

Prof. Dr. Namik Aysal, pek cok lisans ve
lisansiistii diizeyde Ogrenci yetistirmig, 70’in
lizerinde ulusal ve uluslararasi makale (47 adet
SCI-ESCI) yayinlamis, cok sayida uluslararasi
dergilerde hakemlik ve yardimer editorliikler
yapmistir. Kisa, ancak iiretken olan dmriinde 35
bilimsel projeyi basariyla tamamlamis, bir Avrupa
Birligi projesi ve dort uluslararast TUBITAK
projesinde yiiriitiicli veya arastirmaci olarak gérev
almistir.

“Iyi Bir Dost, Iyi Bir Insan”

Prof. Dr. Namik Aysal, Jeoloji alaninda degerli
bir bilim insani, Ogrencileri ic¢in sefkatli ve
yardimsever bir hoca, akademik ortamda tilkkenmez
bir enerji kaynagi, yeni fikirler iireten, yaratici
ve ¢ok caliskan bir insan, sosyal hayatta ¢ok iyi
bir dost ve ailesi icin yeri doldurulamayacak bir
evlat olmay1 basarmis dzel bir insandir. Istanbul
Universitesi Jeoloji Miihendisligi Béliimiinde
baslayip yine orada noktaladig: kariyeri boyunca,
kendisiyle birlikte ¢calisma sansi bulan insanlarin
kendini sansl1 hissettigi bir kisiliktir.

Jeoloji tutkusunu ve cesaretini g¢evresiyle
paylasan giizel ve Ozel bilim insani; kurdugu
laboratuvarla bilime, yetistirdigi O6grencilerle
gelecege ve yazdigi eserlerle literatiire 151k
tutmaya devam edecektir. Prof. Dr. Namik Aysal,
jeoloji camiasinda daima saygi, minnet ve biiyiik

bir 6zlemle anilacaktur...

Aziz hatirast 6niinde saygiyla egiliyoruz.
Prof. Dr. Sabah YILMAZ SAHIN
Prof. Dr. Nurullah HANILCI

Based Methods,” to “Journal of Geosciences” a
few months before his passing, and the article has
been accepted for publication after his death.

Prof. Dr. Namik Aysal trained many students
at the undergraduate and graduate levels,
published over 70 national and international
articles (47 SCI-ESCI), and served as a reviewer
and associate editor for numerous international
Jjournals. In his short but productive life, he
successfully completed 35 scientific projects and
served as a coordinator or researcher in one
European Union project and four international
TUBITAK projects.

A Good Friend, a Good Human

Prof. Dr. Namik Aysal was a valuable scientist
in the field of Geology, a compassionate and
helpful teacher for his students, an inexhaustible
source of energy in the academic environment,
a person who produced new ideas, creative and
hardworking, a very good friend in social life, and
an irreplaceable son for his family. Throughout
his career, which began and concluded in the
Department of Geological Engineering at Istanbul
University, he was a personality with whom those
who had the chance to work felt fortunate. This
beautiful and special scientist, who shared his
passion and courage for geology with those
around him, will continue to shed light on science
through the laboratory he established, on the
future through the students he trained, and on the
literature through the works, he wrote.

Prof. Dr. Namik Aysal will always be
remembered in the geology community with
respect, gratitude, and deep longing ...

We bow with reverence before his cherished memory.
Prof. Dr. Sabah YILMAZ SAHIN
Prof. Dr. Nurullah HANILCI
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