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Bati Anadolu genigleme bolgesinin 6nemli bir iiyesi olan Denizli Havzasi dogu bati uzanimli, 50 km
uzunlugunda, 20 km genigliginde bir grabendir. Havza dolgusu, Erken Orta Miyosen’den giinlimiize kadar uzanan
akarsu, gol ve aliivyal tortullar ile travertenlerden olugmaktadir.

Denizli Havzasi farkli tiirden birgok jeolojik miras &gesini biinyesinde barindirir. Bunlar hidrojeolojik,
sedimentolojik, tektonik ve paleontolojik kokenli 6gelerdir. Havzadaki jeolojik miras dgelerinin ¢ogu traverten sahalari
ile iligkilidir. Daha 6nce UNESCO Diinya miras listesine alinmig olan ve arkeolojik ve kiiltiirel unsurlar da igeren
Pamukkale tek basma jeopark ozelligindedir. Pamukkale’de hidrotermal ve traverten depolanma siirecleri ile egim
atimh faylar, agilma catlaklari, traverten sirtlart ve depremselligin izlerini bir arada gérmek miimkiindiir. Tektonik
kokenli olanlar ise, traverten sahalar1 disinda havzay: sinirlayan fay zonlar1 boyunca rastlanan fay diizlemleridir. Fay
diizlemlerinin en giizel 6rnekleri kuzeyde Pamukkale-Karahayit’ta ve giineyde Mentese kdyii yakinlarinda izlenir.
Paleontolojik kokenli olanlar ise, basta Homo erectus olmak {izere, traverten ocaklarinda bulunan omurgali fosilleridir.
Traverten ocaklarindan elde edilen fosil bulgularma her yil yenileri eklenmektedir. Antik ve giincel traverten ocaklari
ise Kuvaterner donemine iliskin bilimsel arsiv olmanin yani sira, tarihi ve modern iiretim yontemlerinin izlenebilecegi
alanlardir.

Denizli Havzast’nin, kiiltiirel ve arkeolojik unsurlari ile birlikte “traverten jeoparki” ya da “traverten ac¢ik hava
miizesi” olarak ele alinmasi ve tanitilmasinin yararli olacagini diisiinmekteyiz.
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The Denizli basin, which is an important member of the Western Anatolian extensional province, is a graben,
E-W trended, with 50 km long and 20 km wide. The basin fill consists of fluvial, lacustrine and alluvial deposits and
travertines, ranging from early Middle Miocene to the present. The Denizli basin includes a lot of geological heritage
items in different type. These are hydrogeological, sedimentological, tectonic and paleontological in origin. Most of the
geological heritage items are related to travertine localities.

Pamukkale, which was involved previously in the world heritage list of UNESCO, including also
archacological and cultural components, is in geopark category alone. At Pamukkale, it is possible to see hydrothermal
and depositional processes and dip slip faults, extensional fissures, travertine fissure ridges and traces of seismicity.
Apart from the travertine localities, the geological heritages with tectonic origin are fault planes observed along the
basin boundary fault zones. The most prominent representatives of the fault planes are followed at Pamukkale-
Karahayit north and near the village of Mentese south. The heritages of paleontological origin, primarily Homo erectus,
are vertebrate fossil remains found in travertine quarries. Every year, new ones have being added to the present findings
from the. While the present and antique quarries are scientific archives for Quaternary period, at the same time, they are
places to observe modern and ancient quarrying techniques.

We think it would be useful to consider and advertise the Denizli basin together with cultural and
archaeological elements as a “travertine geopark or “travertine open-air museum”.
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