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Verimli tarim arazilerine ve dogal kaynaklara sahip olan Van Golii havzasinda insanlarin Paleolitik
caglardan giiniimiize degin yasadiklari bilinmektedir.

Gegmis donemlerde, havzada irili ufakli pek ¢ok medeniyetler kurulmustur. Bu medeniyetlerden 6zellikle
Urartular, bolgede siirdiirdiikleri tarimin yaninda tag ve mineral yataklarini da kesfederek bunlardan
yararlanma yollarma gitmislerdir. Ozellikle havzada bulunan obsidiyen, kuvars, kalsedon, oniks,
manyezit, granat, bazalt, mermer, kalsit, florit, kiregtagi gibi tas ve minerallerden yararlanmislardir.
Insanlar bu tas ve mineralleri 6zel teknikler kullanarak islemisler ve kendilerine yararli sekle
sokmuslardir. Van Goli havzasinda yapilan arkeolojik kazilar, tarihi donemlerde insanlarin bu tas ve
minerallerden ¢ogunlukla siis esyalari, muska, kitabe tasi, tapinak tasi, heykeller yaptiklarint ve ayrica
taglar iizerine gesitli figiirler ¢izdiklerini ortaya koymustur.

Tarih donemlerinde, insanlar tarafindan, ¢esitli amaglar i¢in kullanilan bu tas ve mineraller Van Golii
havzasi1 ve yakin g¢evresinde yiizeyleyen metamorfik, magmatik (volkanik) ve ¢okel kayaglar icerisinde
bulunmaktadir.

ABSTRACT

It is well known fact that Lake Van region was densely populated from the Prehistoric times onwards
with its cultiviated fertile soils and natural resources.

Several civilizations have been established in the region throughout the ages. These civilizations
,especially the Urartians, were very successful for the use of stone and mineral resources in addition to
the aggriculture. They were scilfully quarried the stones and minerals such as obsidian, quartz,
chalcedony, onyx, magnesite, garnet, basalt, marble, calcite, fluoride, limestone found in this region
using some special techniques. Archaeological excavations conducted around Lake Van basin have
clearly suggest that the historical people of eastern Anatolia was utilisied the stones and minerals to
produce jewelleries, amulettes, architectural materials etc.

Stones and minerals used for several purposes in the historical times are present in the metamorphic,
magmatic (volcanic) and sedimentary rocks outcrop around Lake Van basin and its near vicinity.






