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Pleistosen homininler igin anahtar bir jeolojik dénemdir. Son kesifler hominin tiirlerinin bu
donemin hemen oncesinde Dogu Afrika’da yontmatas alet yapmaya basladiklarini kanitla-
mustir. Pleistosen boyunca, arkeolojik olarak Paleolitik’te bu aletler homininler i¢in en 6nem-
li 6zelliklerden biri haline gelmistir. Homininler yontmatas aletler sayesinde 1,8 milyon yil
oncesinde Afrika disina yayilmaya baslamiglardir. Pleistosen’de birkag kez gergeklesen bu
yayilimlart anlamak i¢in Anadolu ¢ok 6nemli bir bolgedir. Ayrica ¢esitli ekolojik bolgeleri
ve kitalar arasindaki cografi konumuna istinaden Tiirkiye, hominin tiirlerinin hem arkeolojik,
hem de biyolojik evrim ve uyum siireglerini anlamak i¢in anahtar bir bolgedir.

1894 yilinda Tiirkiye’de, Sanliurfa yakinlarinda ilk Paleolitik yontmatas aleti kesfedilmistir.
O zamandan beri yiizey aragtirmasi ve kaziy1 iceren ¢ok az aragtirma gergeklestirilmistir. Geg
tarihoncesi ve tarihi anitsal kalintilarla hem arkeologlar hem de toplum daha fazla ilgilendigi
icin Pleistosen arkeolojisi hi¢cbir zaman arkeologlar arasinda temel bir aragtirma alani olma-
mustir. Arastirmalar sadece birkag bilim insani tarafindan yiiriitiilmiistiir. Universitelerde ¢ali-
san arkeologlarin sayistyla birlikte kazi ve yiizey arastirmalarinin sayisi da gliniimiizde artmis
olsa bile Pleistosen arkeolojisi en az ilgilenilen alanlardan bir tanesi olarak kalmaya devam
etmektedir.

Tiirkiye’de gergeklestirilmis Paleolitik yiizey arastirmalarinda 400’den fazla buluntu yeri tes-
pit edilmis olsa da yiizey arastirmalari iilkenin biiyiik boliimiinii kapsamamistir. Potansiyel
olarak en 6nemli olabilecek alanlar arastirilmamistir. Simdiye kadar 43 Paleolitik buluntu yeri
kazilmistir. Ancak bunlar sadece ¢ok azi giiniimiiz standartlarinda ¢ok disiplinli sistematik
arastirmalara konu olmustur. Arastirma projelerinin ¢ogu 20. Yiizyiln ikinci yarisinin ilk yil-
larinda gergeklestirilmistir. Ornegin arastirmalarin su anki durumu Tiirkiye’de Paleolitik i¢in
giivenilir bir kronoloji kurulmasina izin vermemektedir. Bolgesel olarak degisik Paleolitik
gecmisler hakkinda neredeyse hig bilgi yoktur.

Pleistosen arkeolojisinin bir baska sorunu da yer bilimleri ile arkeoloji arasinda bir isbirliginin
olmamasidir. Son on yilda Paleolitik arazi ¢aligmalar1 biraz artmis olsa da ¢ok disiplinli igbir-
likleri halen asgaridir. Arkeolojik tabakalarda bulunmus antropolojik, hayvansal ve bitkisel
kalintilarin ¢cogu yayinlanmamustir. Paleolitik iskanlar hakkindaki jeomorfolojik ve iklimsel
bilgiler iyi incelenmemistir; hatta birgok buluntu yeri tarihlendirilmemistir.

Yakin gelecekte Pleistosen arkeolojisi daha fazla ilgi ¢ekecektir. Tiirkiye’de Paleolitik’i daha
iyi anlamak i¢in bolgesel arastirma projeleri planlanmali, yiiksek ¢oziiniirliikli jeolojik ve
cevresel veri saglanmasi i¢in yer bilimleriyle isbirlikleri kurulmalidir.
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ABSTRACT

Pleistocene is a key geological period for hominins. Recent discoveries provided that hominin
species started making stone tools in East Africa just before this period. Those tools became one
of the foremost characteristic of hominins during the Pleistocene, archaeologically speaking du-
ring the Paleolithic. Thanks to the stone tools, hominins started to disperse out of Africa as early
as 1.8 Ma. Anatolia is a very important region for understanding these early hominin dispersals
which might have been occurred several times in the Pleistocene. Besides to its diverse ecologi-
cal regions and geographical position between continents, Turkey is a key area to understand
evolution and adaptation processes of hominin species both archaeologically and biologically.

In 1894, the first Paleolithic stone tool has been found in Turkey, near Sanlwrfa. Since then
there has been a few researches including surveys and excavations in the country. Pleistocene
archaeology has never been a main research area among the archaeologists in Turkey. The
monumental late prehistoric or historic remains attracted more attention both by archaeologists
and the public. Researches were conducted by only a handful of scholars. Today, the number of
archaeological surveys and excavations are increasing in correlation with the number of arc-
haeologists in the universities. However, the Pleistocene archaeology still remains as one of the
least interested area of research.

Paleolithic surveys conducted in Turkey revealed more than 400 Paleolithic sites. However sur-
veys did not cover large part of the country and still most of the potentially important areas
remain unexplored. Until now, 43 Paleolithic sites have been excavated. Besides, only a few of
them were subject to multidisciplinary systematic research in today s standards. Many of these
research projects were conducted in the first years of the second half of the 20" century. For
example, current state of research does not permit to establish a reliable chronology of the Pale-
olithic in Turkey and also there is almost no information about the different Paleolithic histories
on regional basis.

Another problem of Pleistocene archaeology is the lack of collaboration between earth sciences
and archaeology. In the last decade Paleolithic field projects slightly increased in number but
multidisciplinary collaboration stays minimal. Anthropological, faunal and botanical remains
that were found in archaeological layers remain largely unpublished. Geomorphological and
climatic information about Paleolithic occupations were not very well studied; even most of the
sites were not dated.

Pleistocene archaeology will eventually draw more interest in the near future. It is important to
plan regional research projects and build collaborations with earth scientist to provide neces-
sary high resolution geological and environmental data in order to better understand Paleolithic
in Turkey.
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